
Robyn Lazear, owner of Palm Aluminum and Glass in Coconut Creek, whose smiling 

face has been seen on TV commercials for her growing company, had quite a lot on 

her plate in December of 2003. She was in the process of building up the business, 

planning for a busy holiday season, and entering into a brand new relationship. She had 

just gone for a mammogram in September that came out clear, so she didn't think she had 

anything to worry about. There was no history of breast cancer in her family, and the BRCA 

genetic testing for breast cancer had come back negative. But then in mid-December, Robyn 

found the lump. ªI hadn't been doing my self-exams, but all of a sudden there was a lump and 

it wasn't hard to miss!º

Ever the optimist, Robyn didn't worry about it when she was scheduled for a biopsy. ªI 

went in there by myself, not knowing anything about what was going happen. I never really 

stressed out about any of it.º A lumpectomy in April of '04 was followed by six months of 

chemotherapy and 30 days of radiation. ªRadiation therapy was the worst part. It really wore 

me out, so I had to sleep a lot. With the chemo, there were good days and bad days. Thankfully, 

because I owned my own company, I was able to stay home when I didn't feel well.º Robyn 

was lucky because although her hair thinned, it didn't fall out completely. ªEveryone was so 

worried. My sister wanted to take me wig shopping, but I refused. Instead, I went out the day 

before I started chemo and got my hair highlighted. I just knew it wasn't going to fall out.º

Throughout the treatments, Robyn's family and friends rallied together to help her feel 

better. ªIt was like a continuous party at my house! My entire ceiling was covered in pink 

balloons and there were #owers everywhere. My sister came into town to help, there were 

friends and relatives stopping by every day. I didn't even have time to be down; I couldn't get 

down or I'd have felt like I was disappointing them in some way.º 

By Christmas of 2004, Robyn had successfully completed her treatments and by April 

'06, she was married. ªI decided that if he could make it through all of that, then we had 

something really special.º

But her strength was once again tested, when an ultrasound performed in January of this 

year showed that the breast cancer had returned. ªI was very surprised that I had it again. I 

thought I had been cured for good,º she recalled of hearing the news. 

ªMy oncologist said it was like lightening striking twice in the same 

place.º And Robyn once again had to break the news to her family. ªI 

was scared to tell my sister, but when I did, she said that since it was 

common for breast cancer to reoccur, she had prepared for the fact 

that it could; she just didn't expect it to happen so soon.º

Robyn didn't undergo chemo or radiation treatment this time, but 

instead had a double mastectomy in February. Reconstructive surgery 

followed in April. Now, Robyn says she's ªhealthy as a horse.º She works 

out with her trainer four times a week to help whip her back in shape 

for her tennis team matches which started in September. She's the 

captain of her team this season as well. Not to mention keeping busy 

running her business during another hurricane season.

Like most women, Robyn credits the experience for changing her 

outlook on life. ªI had to learn to be positive and hopeful. My family 

and friends call me the poster child for breast cancer because I had 

such a positive outlook throughout everything. But I'm really nothing 

special; I just looked forward, not behind. It was actually a positive 

experience that made me have a more realistic outlook on life, and 

made me more grateful for my life and everyone in it.º

Robyn encourages other women to not live in fear and go get yearly 

mammograms and check-ups. ªBeing diagnosed with breast cancer is 

not the end of the world. Whatever happens, you CAN deal with it and 

move forward if you catch it early enough!º 

Robyn became inspired to help raise funds and awareness for 

breast cancer research after her $rst battle. She became involved with 

From our Heart, an organization based in St. James City, FL. Each year 

in March, they hold a walkathon called Breast Fest. In March of '07, 

Robyn's team, ªTeam Palm,º took $rst place in raising the most money. 

She participated again this past March, and this time donated her long 

locks to children with cancer.

Yet another example of a woman who did not let breast cancer get 

her down; not only once, but twice! The truly amazing Robyn hopes 

that her story will encourage other women to empower themselves to 

make it through whatever life throws in their path. t

by elizabeth giglio

Team Palm at Breast Fest 2007 in St. James City
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Robyn with husband Danny 
Goverman and his three children: 

Tyler, Alicia & Nicholas.
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